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Site Description
1. Location

The Premcor Hartford facility is located in the Eastern side of the St. Louis Metropolitan
area and situated in Hartford, Illinois. This storage complex is located between Illinois
Route 111 and Route 3 off of Hawthorne street. The Premcor complex is approximately '/a
mile east oi' the confluence of the Mississippi River and Missouri River.

2. Description of threat

Sometime during the day of January 13, 2005, an unspecified amount of unleaded
gasolene was released from a bulk petroleum storage tank. At this time, it appears that the
surface release was contained within the earthen dike surrounding the tank. The design
capacity of the bulk tank is 88,000 barrels or 3,946,000 gallons. As a result of the release,
refinery operations were temporally suspended. Emergency operations initiated the facility
evacuation plan, the placement of vapor suppressing foam on top of the release gasoline



product, transferring (gravity) remaining product into a nearby storage tank and the
collection of the released product via petroleum skimming and vacuum truck collection.

3. Site background

There are several active and one former refinery near the Premcor Storage complex in the
adjacent towns of Wood River and South Roxana, Illinois. Some of the predecessor
refinery operations date back to the 1930's. Premcor Holdings acquired the Hartford
refinery when the predecessor, Clark Oil & Refining Inc., declared bankruptcy. In 2004,
another oil company, Conoco Phillips, completed a purchase of certain Premcor Refinery
assets. At this time, Premcor does refine and only stores petroleum products for
distribution.

In 2003, Premcor Refining enjoined with 2 other oil companies in a U.S. EPA
enforcement action regarding petroleum product releases in the Village of Hartford,
Illinois. That enforcement action is ongoing at this time.

After experiencing a period of unseasonable warm temperatures and heavy rainfall, Tank
80-11 was subjected to unknown damages. Around 1600 hours in the afternoon of January
12, 2005, the tank farm control room operator detected fluctuating tank gauging
readings. We are told that heavy rainfall with strong winds often create such fluctuating
readings. None-the-less, refinery operating procedures investigated the instrumentation
anomaly and observed the floating roof was tilted to an estimated 45-degree angle the next
afternoon (January 13, 2005) around 1500 hours. Because of such, the refinery initiated the
gravity transfer of product from tank 80-11 to an alternate storage tank.

During the transfer of product, refining personnel observed a source of petroleum product
coming up through the soil near tank 80-11. Refinery activities were adjusted to
accommodate emergency response activities by plant evacuation of non-essential
personnel, applying vapor suppressing foam on the release pool of product arid contacted
the National Response Center at 1802 hours on January 13, 2005.

4. State and local actions to date

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) is currently negotiating cleanup and
other related enforcement actions related to spills and releases from past or present
operations under their RCRA authority. At this time, IEPA officials are discussing an
enforcement plan that will mitigate the movement of a previously identified subsurface
plume of petroleum products by groundwater gradient control. Furthermore, in 2003, IEPA
referred to U.S. EPA Region 5 a project now called the Hartford Area Groundwater Plume
Site. At this time, several respondents have enjoined together to investigate and remediate
problems related to intermittent vapor intrusion from historic releases of refined petroleum
products from a pipeline system between the Premcor facility and a barge loading terminal
situated along the Mississippi River.



Current Activities
1. Response activities to date

- Upon discovery of the release of refined petroleum product from a bulk storage tank,
Premcor Storage personnel initialed emergency procedure and evacuated all non-essential
personnel. The emergency situation has been since downgraded to a mop-up operation as
the surface release was contained within the 200' x 200' earthen berm.

- Premcor notified their local emergency response vendor, Conoco Phillips, to address the
immediate danger of explosive vapors. This was initially controlled by applying a blanket
of vapor suppressing foam on the release area.

- Premcor has contracted with Triad Industrial Services who mobilized 3 vacuum trucks
to remove petroleum products collected in the secondary containment system.

• Most of the remaining petroleum fuel product from Tank # 80-11 has been
transferred to an adjacent storage tank.

- Prior to the release, Premcor records indicate that tank 80-11 contained 61,063 barrels
of unleaded gasolene. At this time, preliminary estimates indicate that the release was
between 8,800 barrels (369,600 gallons) to as high as 10,000 barrels (420,000 gallons). To
date, 4200 barrels (176,400 gallons) were collected from the surface.

Planned Removal Actions
- OSC, Kevin Turner will continue to monitor activities in conjunction with
representatives of EEPA. OSC Turner has requested monthly status reports be provided
during planned meetings related to the Hartford Area Groundwater Plume Project meetings.

- Premcor plans to conduct an investigation and root-cause failure analysis of the bulk
''"*' storage tank release. At this time, the investigation has not yet started. The failure

investigation will begin after mop-up operations are completed and when the tank is safe
for confined-space entry.

- An additional groundwater investigation concerning the difference groundwater
investigation is forthcoming.

Next Steps
- OSC, Kevin Turner wil l continue to monitor activities in conjunction with
representatives of EEPA. OSC Turner has requested monthly status reports be provided
during planned meetings related to the Hartford Area Groundwater Plume Project meetings.

- Premcor plans to conduct an investigation and root-cause failure analysis of the bulk
storage tank release. At this time, the investigation has not yet started. The failure



investigation will begin after mop-up operations are completed and when the tank is safe
for confined-space entry.

- An additional groundwater investigation concerning the difference groundwater
investigation is forthcoming.

Key Issues
None

Estimated Costs *
r ~

i Total To ; %
Budgeted Date j Remaining Remaining

I Extra mural Costs

Intramural Costs

Total Site Costs $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0.00%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC
at the time this report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on
final payments made to any contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely
upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this report does not
necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the government may include in any
claim for cost recovery.
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